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(original) me apparatus of claim 1 in which the tissue affecting meaas is a bvy 
positioned adjacent a port ia the first enclosure, thereby exposing an effectively 
significant portion of the burr exterior the first enclosure, 
(original) The apparatus of claim 6 in which the effectively significant portion is 
at least 20% of the burr exterior the first enclosure. 

(original) m apparatus of claim 1 in ^ch the tissue affecdng rneans .s a 
Lting guillotine blade positioned adjacent a port in ^e relatively flexible 

enclosure. - 
(orid^l) Tto apparatus of claim 2 in v*id. *e s«m=. of we =»»Sy « =»-t"^ 
fo, p«,d„ci.. we energy of. a. lea,, one 06 bipolar ra-lio 
„oI^ radio fte^uer^y ener^. >»coh.«»< "i" ^ "'"""'^ 

energy, microwave energy, and laser energy. u .««Vof 

(original) Tl« apparatus of claim 5 in »Uch .he aUoy contam. abon. 55.8^ of 
nickel and about 44.2% oftitanimn by weight 

(Original) The H-parat- of cl«n. 4 wherein .he sleeve is an insttnmen. channel of 

an endoscope. 

(original) Tl» apparatus of claim 3 wherein the p«fen«l sh«» of *e «be 
encompasses a bend having a bend angle of at least lO". 

(Original) The apparatna of claim 3 wherein the di«al end pordon of the tub. .s 
ieat-treaud to maintam a curve having a selected depee of curvatoe. 

(original) appara^s of cUim 4 wherein one of *e proximal end portton and 
distnl end porUon of a>e «*e provides exterior markinga for indicahng «ae«s.on 

ofthe tube fi»m the sleeve. 
,5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4 wherdntheh.be is fte. to rotate wrto the 

,6 t^)The.pp.r.««.f olaim 3 wherein the tube contains a gas for displacing 
Uqoidsandvapo.sex.erior1tedislal"rfofthetube. 

,7 (original) A m«hod for .»e«ngti»u. comprising to steps of: in^rnng a 

mdr having a tendency » assume a pr^erred shape at a d-stal ^d ^ 
^ a second memb«-. inserting a tissue afieCing means into the firs, member, 
«„ending the distal end portion of ti« firs, member exterior to second member 
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^til the first member assumes the preferred shape thereby movmg the tissue 
affecting means into proximity with a targeted tissue; and actuating the tissue 
affectingmeanssoastoaftctthctaxgetedtissueselectively. 
(original)mmethodofclaiml7.*erein1hedistdendismadcofasuperelasti^ 

memorymetalalloyheattreatedtoassumethepreferredshape. 
(original) T^e method of claim 17 ftrther comprising the step of engagmg ^ 
targled Ussue with the tissue affecting means when the targeted tissue .s at 1^ 
one of bone, cartilage, disc annulus fibrosus, disc nucleus pulposa, tumor, ulcer, 
tonsil, prostate gland, and clotted blood. 

(original) The method of claim 17 farther comprising the step of applymg a 
vacuum to the proximal end of ±e relatively elastic member thereby dra>vmg 
away debris created at the tissue affecting means. 

(original) The mettxod of claim 17 fi^er comprising the step of applymg a 
vacuum to the proximal end of *e relatively elastic member thereby drawxng^ 
targeted tissue ^^gh a port in the relatively elastic member and mto contact 
wilhoneofaiotatingguillotinebladeandaburr. 

(^ginal) -nxe method of claim 17 forther comprising the steps of dehvenng a 
trJo the first member; and moving the fluid to at least one of the tissue 
affecting means and the targeted tissue. 

(original) T,. method of claim 17 f^er comprising the step of dehvermg an 
electrically conductive fluid into the first member hereby forming an electrtcaUy 
conductivefieldadjacentthetargptedtissuc. 

(Original) The method of claim 17 fhrther comprising the step of formmg the first 
member as an instrument channel of an endoscope. 

(currently amended) The method of claim 17 ^er comprising the step of 
' fonningthetissueaffe^-eansasatleastoneofab^.ashaver,acryog^c 

M source. nfflnid.n^der elevated pressure, a >vave energy source, and 

a laser energy emitter. ,»i*.a«:t 

and denaturing. 
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27. (original) The method of claim 17 further comprising the steps of marking at least 
one of a proximal end and a distal end of the first member, and controlling 
extension of the distal end of the first member ftom the second member by the 
marking. 

28. (original) The method of claim 17 further comprising the step of delivering a gas 
into the first member; and displacing liquids therewith exterior to the distal end of 
the member. 

29. (original) An apparatus for predictable lateral deflection comprising: a tissue 
affecting means disposed within a tube of a shape^retentive material; a distal end 
portion of the tube assuming a curved shape when not otherwise constrained; the 
tube movable within a constraining sleeve, the sleeve having a greater stifBiess 
than the tube, wherein the distal end portion of the tube assumes the curved shape 
when extended from the sleeve. 

30. (orighial) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein at least the distal end portion of the 
tube is of a nickel-titanium alloy. 

3 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the tissue affecting means 
is at least one of a rotating burr, a moving guUlotine blade, a radio frequency 
energy emitter, a microwave energy emitter, a focused ultrasound emitter, a 
source of cryogenic fluid, " ■'""t^'^ fluid ^1"^^ c^^vatcd pressure, a source of 
incoherent light, and a laser energy emitter; and wherein the tissue affecting 
means is cjq)0sed for affecting tissue. 

32. (original) The apparatus of claim 30 wherein the nickel-titanium alloy contains 
about 55.8% of nickel and 44.2% of titanium by weight 

33. (original) The apparatus of claim 29 wherein the distal end portion of the tube is 
heat treated to retain a selected curvature and radius. 
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Respectfully submitted, / 

Gene Scott, Reg. No.: 37,930 

Patent Law & Venture Group 
3140 Red Hill Avenue, Suite. 150 
Costa Mesa, CA 92626-3440 
Telephone: Phone: (714) 668-1900 
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